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Agenda

• What is a voter guide?

• How do you create a voter guide?

• How to tell if a guide is nonpartisan

• Guides and tools you can use, plus guest speakers!

• Paul Loeb, guides.vote

• Sara Gifford, ActiVote



What is a voter guide?

Guides are a powerful tool for educating voters and 
helping them feel #VoteReady



Voter guides provide background 
info on either candidates, ballot 
measures, or both

• List who you can vote for and 
details on each candidate's 
experience and goals

• Explain ballot measures, which 
are specific questions or issues 
that voters approve or reject

Styles and approaches vary:

• Can be focused on federal, state, 
or local races

• Can cover many races/measures or 
just one

• Can be partisan or nonpartisan

• Can be candidate questionnaires 
or pulled from public info

What is a voter guide?



Sample Ballots

• Usually distributed by state 
election offices

• Show races, candidates, and any 
ballot measures that will be on a 
voter’s real ballot

• May be identical to real ballot

• No additional info about races

Voter Guides

• Usually created by nonprofits, 
researchers, and others, not election 
offices

• May not include all candidates or 
measures

• Info comes from questionnaires, 
statements, website, or press of 
candidates or ballot measure

What’s the difference between….



Creating a Voter Guide

For 501(c)(3) organizations



Want to create a Candidate Questionnaire?

One style of voter guide is the candidate 
questionnaire:

• Typically focus on just one office for 
election

• Directly engage with candidates and 
highlight your org’s issues of concern

• Good option for local races



• Include questions on multiple of 
issues, or a range of diverse 
topics within issue 

• Keep questions open ended. 
Yes/No questions have a more 
partisan appearance 

• Distribute to all candidates 
running for the same office

• Put the same amount of effort 
into outreach/reminders for each 
candidate

• Don’t edit or paraphrase 

• Don’t rate, rank, or criticize 
candidates

• Don’t publish if only one candidate 
responds

• Don’t share one candidate’s 
answers with another candidate 
before the guide is published

Keep it nonpartisan



Candidate Questionnaire best practices

• Candidates want a big audience to make participation worth it

• Consider teaming up with another organization

• Think about a distribution plan ahead of launching the questionnaire

• Give candidates ample time to respond, so plan ahead

• Keeping the questionnaire short will increase the likelihood of getting 
responses

• If a candidate doesn’t respond despite repeated outreach, you can list 
“did not respond”



Research

• Include all major candidates 
running for office (appearing on 
ballot)

• Start with info from their website

• Then go to reputable media 
outlets for interviews or coverage

• Avoid social media if possible

Format

• Candidate photos

• Party affiliation

• Experience and qualifications

• Major endorsements from 
organizations or individuals

• Stance on issues in their own words

• Consistency across candidates

Create a Candidate Guide from public info



How to tell if a guide is 
nonpartisan

Only distribute nonpartisan voter guides and 
questionnaires



Signs a guide is too partisan

PACs and c4 advocacy groups can be more partisan than a c3 
nonprofit can. Don’t distribute guides that:

• Explicitly endorse one candidate or party

• Rank, rate, or criticize candidates or parties

• Have narrow or leading questions

• Uses visual elements that imply a preference (examples: 
green vs. red, check marks vs. Xs, thumbs up vs. thumbs 
down, or flattering vs. unflattering photos)

• Have the organization’s stance on the same issues printed 
within the guide



Unlike races for office, 
nonprofits may weigh in on 
ballot measures and 
distribute guidance on 
whether to vote yes or no.

Ballot measure advocacy is a 
form of lobbying.

Taking a position on ballot measures is OK



Where to find nonpartisan 
guides

The hard work has already been done!



Two trusted sources



Introducing our new 

civic partner directory!



Guest Speakers
Please use the Q&A function to ask our speakers questions













Don’t know the issues

Don’t know the candidates

Don’t know when the election is

No time for learning



How do we solve this problem?

“So I’m registered now what?!”

“I don’t have time to be informed”

“It’s too hard to participate”



Flip the script!

Vote

RegisterVoice

Citizen

Represented

Speak

Engage

Empower

from single point interactions

to

daily interactions



Build and support a Civic Habit

● Engagement from 

organizations they 

know & trust

● Notifications from 

ActiVote

● Email Reminders

● Text Reminders

● Voting

● iVoted stickers

● Earning ActiVote 

Badges

Daily Democracy



Make it easy! Answer all voter questions!

● Who is on my 

ballot?

● What do they 

stand for?

● Why do they 

deserve my 

vote?

● Do they share 

my values?

● What offices are 

up for election?

● What do these 

offices do?

● Where can I 

cast my ballot?

● Drop boxes?

● Polling place 

locator?

● When is my 

next election?

● When are the 

deadlines for 

the various 

steps in the 

process?

● Why does my 

vote matter?
● How do I cast 

my ballot?

● How do I apply 

for absentee?

● How do I 

make a voting 

plan?



Who to vote for (or against) inspires participation

Who is on my ballot? Do they believe what I believe?



Knowing which offices are on the ballot & how they impact your life

What offices are on my ballot? What do these offices even do?



Where do I find information?

Your simple & easy #VoteReady plan Everything in one spot!



Not only when is the election but when are all of the important deadlines

All dates with countdowns! When do I need to do things?



Why should I vote?

Because it impacts your community Because of issues you care about



The mechanics of voting can be tough. All key questions answered in one place

How do I get voter ID? How do I plan my vote?



Teamwork makes the dream work

Voter 

Registration
(TurboVote)

Voter 

Education

Voter 

Engagement
Community



What’s on your ballot?

Confidently Vote 
in Every Election

👉

WHAT’S ON MY

BALLOT

I’m registered…. Now what?

Thanks for being registered to vote! The next step is to explore what will be on your 
ballot and make the critical choice for who deserves your vote.

This tool will help you find out what is on your ballot and stay engaged with YOUR 
democracy.

Quick ways to help your constituents

Add a button 
to your 
website

Send a 
newsletter 

blurb

If you use a custom link, we can give you statistics after the election about voter 
registration & more importantly IF your constituents actually showed up to vote!




