
Voting Rights 2026: 
Navigating the Policy Landscape 

Tuesday June 9, 2026



Announcements and Housekeeping

• A recording of the webinar 
will be sent within a week to 
everyone who registered. 

• Closed Captioning available 
via Zoom.

• No Q&A today but please chat 
and react!

Introductions, 
comments, and 

resources
Encouragement 

or reactions



Agenda
● Welcome and Housekeeping
● Nonprofit VOTE
● Speakers

○ Voting Rights Act (VRA) and Callais Supreme Court Case-Michael Li, Brennan 
Center for Justice

○ Long Term Strategies-Brian Miller, Nonprofit VOTE
○ What Nonprofits can do NOW-Adrienne Kelly, Democracy North Carolina

● Call to Action
● Closing

This webinar is being recorded and the link will be shared.



Mission: Nonprofit VOTE equips our nation’s 
nonprofits with nonpartisan tools and resources 
to help the communities they serve participate 
in voting and democracy.

Vision: We envision a diverse network of 
nonprofits across the United States with the 
skills, resources, and commitment needed to 
foster a more inclusive democracy where all 
voices are heard, particularly those currently 
underrepresented in the voting process.

Who is Nonprofit VOTE?

This webinar is being recorded and the link will be shared.



Speakers
This webinar is being recorded and the link will be shared.

Adrienne Kelly, 
Executive Director

Democracy North Carolina

Brian Miller, 
Executive Director,

Nonprofit VOTE

Michael Li, 
Senior Counsel, Democracy

Brennan Center for Justice



Michael Li,
Senior Counsel, Democracy
Brennan Center for Justice



The Post-Callais Landscape
June 9, 2026



The Voting Rights Act of 1965



The State of Play



 States Redrawing Maps for 2026



 Louisiana



Louisiana Cancels Primary



Back to a Map with One Black District



 Alabama



Alabama: 



Alabama: 



Alabama: 



 Tennessee



Tennessee











 Florida



Florida: A New 24R-4D Map Signed



Florida: A New 24R-4D Map Signed



Redraw States for 2028



 South Carolina



South Carolina: Surprise Postponement



 Georgia



Georgia



 Texas



Texas: Multiple New Maps for 2028



 Mississippi



Mississippi



The Democratic States Respond







 DOJ





 Local Threats



Retrogression En Masse



Local Impact



Longterm Considerations 
and  Strategies 

Brian Miller,
Executive Director

Nonprofit VOTE



Policy changes and strategies to restore some of what was lost?
● Ongoing litigation
● Ban partisan gerrymandering 
● Restore pre-clearance
● State VRAs
● Alternative Models

●

Building an Inclusive Democracy Moving Forward



One Alternative: Multi-Member, Proportional Districts

Several cities in the US use multi-member, proportional districts for 
their city council and other governance structures, with more 
adopting it each year.
The Portland, OR Example:

● 12 member city council
● 4 multi-member districts
● Each district elects 3 city councilors 
● Ranked choice voting is used to narrow field to the top 3 winners 
● Ensures minority representation with majority control





Puts an End to Partisan Gerrymandering



11         Latino Seats  16
2         Black Seats     5

25       White Seats     17

BACK TO MENU

2026 Gerrymandered 
Single-Member Districts

Proportional 
Multi-Member Districts

Helps Ensure Racial Equity in Representation



● Ongoing litigation
● Ban partisan gerrymandering 
● Restore pre-clearance
● State VRAs
● Alternative Models

But elections are in 5 months…
●

Recap: Long-Term Policy Changes to Consider



What Nonprofits Can Do 
NOW

Adrienne Kelly,
Executive Director

Democracy North Carolina



We are a statewide, nonpartisan 501c(3) non-profit.

We utilize research, advocacy and organizing to: 
• educate voters, 

• advocate for safe, accessible voting systems

• organize communities,

• mobilize the electorate,

• protect people at the polls

DEMOCRACY NORTH CAROLINA

DEMOCRACYNC.ORG
Adrienne Kelly, Executive Director



A TRIFECTA: No Coincidence

CONGRESS/WH/SCOTUS

Legislatures/State Supreme Courts

State Boards of Elections

Preventing Voters from Voting and Ballots from Counting



1500 Bills filed in 

2025
(mostly restricting voter access)

• Mississippi: No grace period for Absentee ballots; cut Cut early voting time

• Texas – Added sworn statement requirement for disabled/elderly curbside voters

• New Hampshire –requires proof of citizenship, domicile, and age for mail registration

• Kansas – Eliminated grace period for mail-in ballots; ballots must arrive by 7 p.m. election day

• Indiana – Proof-of-citizenship at reg; loosened challenges to voter eligibility at polls

• North Dakota – Mail ballots no longer accepted at polls, only by mail, drop boxes, or election offices

• North Carolina - Implemented SAVE database to match voter lists                                     

Across the Country

The number of hurdles are increasing to cast a vote!



US VOTER TURNOUT:
There is work to be done!

2024 Election Participation 
ONLY 73% of eligible voters were registered

ONLY 65% of registered voters voted

Voter Registration is critical to ensuring more people 

have the opportunity to have a say in their local, 

state and federal government policies.



VOTER REGISTRATION: 
The Gateway to Voter Engagement

Pre-registration available in 49 states + DC

Reach young people where they are
• High Schools, YMCAs, Churches, Sports

• Role of Parents

Nonprofit fight suppression efforts
• 30% of Nonprofits register voters

• Uniquely qualified --credibility, knowledge of their communities

• National Voter Registration Day (NVRD) September 15th (don’t wait)

Watch for legislation and/or rules that curb 

registration and SPEAK OUT



VOTER EDUCATION:
Cornerstone of Being an Informed Voter 

Trusted Messengers:
• Brennan Center, ACLU, NAACP, NonProfit Vote, Common Cause, Democracy NC 

• Variety of information sources: Voter Guides, Phone Banks, Canvassing, Issue/Candidate Forums

Nonpartisan Organizations focus on:
• WHAT: Offices and Issues are on the Ballot; Impact on individuals; communities
• WHEN: Are mail-in ballots available, early voting accessible, key deadlines

• WHERE: Can ballots be cast; where is the County Board of Elections office

• HOW: Make a Voting Plan, Have Acceptable ID, Register and Vote Early

Campaigns and Individuals, focus on the above and:
• WHO to vote for

Watch for Ballot Measures and late changes in rules, 

polling sites and deadlines to turn in ballots



ELECTION PROTECTION: 
The Ultimate Safeguard for Voters

Know Your Rights

Before 
• CBOE monitoring

• Local advocacy

During
• Vote Protectors

• 866-OUR-VOTE Hotline

• De-escalation Training

After
• Canvass

• Election Protection Reports

• Advocacy



Organizations 
MUST TAKE ACTION

• Be a Trusted Source of Information to Counter Mis/Disinformation 

• Register Voters NOW 

• Educate Voters on What, Where, When, How

• Protect voters through advocating with state legislature and BOE  

changes that inhibit voters and advocate

• Work with organizations who provide Vote Protectors at the polls 

TURNOUT TURNOUT TURNOUT THE VOTE

ENSURE VOTERS CAN VOTE AND THEIR BALLOTS COUNT



Individuals
MUST TAKE ACTION

• Raise Awareness

• Counter Mis/Disinformation 

• Speak up to Representatives in Writing, by Calling, by Visiting

• Keep an eye on your state BOE 

• Talk to Your Friends and Relatives

• Protest: No Kings; other social/cultural issues all connect

• Register Voters NOW  

• Find/Get/have your papers handy

• Be a Vote Protector 

• Know Your Rights (KYR) and TURNOUT TO VOTE



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION TO THIS ^ MATTER!

Adrienne Kelly

adrienne@democracync.org

Critical



Call to Action
The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) is 
considering a rule that would prevent nonprofits 
from using federal funds for voter engagement work. 
They are accepting public comments through July 13, 
2026, and our voices need to be heard. 

1. Read the rule here.

2. Submit a comment by July 13 here! 

3. Share this explainer with a colleague. 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/05/29/2026-10817/regulation-for-federal-financial-assistance
https://www.regulations.gov/commenton/OMB-2026-0034-0001?link_id=4&can_id=9182ee7ac993c4c80650d0eb64ff5c9f&source=email-passed-218213-now-the-senate-decides-but-not-until-youve-had-a-say&email_referrer=email_3274180&email_subject=take-action-ombs-new-proposed-rule-around-voter-engagement&&
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/take-action-ombs-new-proposed-rule-around-voter-engagement/


● It will appear on your screen 
after the webinar

● We really do read them
● They help us plan for future 

programming

Webinar Survey



Follow us on Socials:

Contact us:  
nonprofitvote.org

info@nonprofitvote.org

Thank you!

Thanks to our supporters,
Nonprofit VOTE offers free webinars, 

tools, and resources, and your gift helps 
keep them accessible for all.

nonprofitvote.org/donate


