
Navigating Changing Laws on 
Voter Registration Drives 

Featuring Fair Elections Center

8-5-26



Announcements and Housekeeping

• Please put questions in the 
Q&A section of the webinar 
(not the chat, please) and they 
will be answered at the end of 
the presentation.

• A recording of the webinar will 
be sent within a week to 
everyone who registered, 
whether or not they attended. 

• Closed Captioning available via 
Zoom

Introductions, 
comments, and 

resources

Encouragement 
or reactions

Questions go 
here.

This webinar is being recorded and the link will be shared.



Agenda

• Welcome

• Housekeeping and Agenda Review

• Highlights from Nonprofit VOTE 

• Setting the Stage

• All About the 50 State Guides

• Audience Q&A

• Tools and Resources

• What’s Next - Call to Action

This webinar is being recorded and the link will be shared.



Reminders

●As a 501c3 nonprofit, organizations can only 
engage candidates on a nonpartisan basis.

●None of the content in this webinar should be 
interpreted as legal advice. If you seek legal 
guidance, please consult an attorney. 

This webinar is being recorded and the link will be shared.



Speakers

Host: 

Chyann Sapp, 
Campaign Director

National Voter Registration Day

Michelle Kanter Cohen,
Policy Director and Senior Counsel

Fair Elections Center

Speakers: 

Gwen Stembridge, 
Director of Education and Partnerships 

Nonprofit VOTE

This webinar is being recorded and the link will be shared.



Mission: Nonprofit VOTE equips our nation’s nonprofits with 
nonpartisan tools and resources to help the communities they 
serve participate in voting and democracy.

Vision: We envision a diverse network of nonprofits across the 
United States with the skills, resources, and commitment 
needed to foster a more inclusive democracy where all voices 
are heard, particularly those currently underrepresented in the 
voting process.

Who is Nonprofit VOTE?
This webinar is being recorded and the link will be shared.



What we hope you’ll take from this 
webinar

● An understanding of the guides and what they cover

● How to use your state’s guide to confidently plan 
events

● A working knowledge of major voting law changes in 
2026

● Talking points to train volunteers and respond to 
questions

This webinar is being recorded and the link will be shared.



Setting the Stage



Let’s start by addressing the landscape

Voter 
Registration 
is inarguably 
nonpartisan

There’s a 
heightened 
need to 
protect your 
community

What’s 
happening in 
2026

✔ ✔ ✔



What it ALL comes down to is…

Knowing your 
community.

Knowing your 
stuff.

Using your 
tools.

As a trusted local organization, having a deep understanding 
of the community you serve (and their needs) is vital. It helps 
you be confident in your communication and keep their trust.

Voting rules can change from year to year. Make sure you’re 
well versed in voter registration legislation for your state and 

city before you start planning your drive.

Comms tools have already been created for you - so no need 
to reinvent the wheel. But make sure to also use tools like the 

Census to update your understanding of your community.



All About the 50 State 
Registration Drive Guides



About Fair Elections Center
● Fair Elections Center is a non-partisan organization dedicated to 

defending, expanding, and facilitating voting rights.

● We use advocacy, litigation, organizing, education, and technology 
to protect and expand the right to vote, understanding the 
particular impact on disenfranchised, underrepresented, and 
marginalized communities.

● Through our unique partnerships with hundreds of campuses 
across the country, we are able to empower millions of new voters 
to participate in our democracy. 

● Our litigation and advocacy efforts across dozens of states allow us 
to anticipate and counteract threats to free and fair elections. 

Learn more about us at fairelectionscenter.org

http://fairelectionscenter.org/


Legal Disclaimer

Page 13

● We provide information and best 
practices.

● We cannot provide legal advice as 
part of this presentation or in the 
guides.

● If you need legal advice, please 
contact an attorney admitted to 
the bar in your state.



Why help others register to vote

Page 14

● People trust leaders and community 
members within their own 
communities

● Local organizations are trusted 
sources of information

● Reach people who have never been 
asked to register

● Help people with logistics of getting 
forms turned in



The rules of voter registration vary from state to state

● You can’t vote if you’re not a United States 
citizen.

● You can’t vote if you aren’t registered.

● There is no national registration system.

● Based on where you live, there are 
DIFFERENT RULES about voter registration 
in every state.



About the 50 State Registration Voter Drive Guides

● Our library of guides is updated each year and 
outlines the protocol for holding voter registration 
drives in every state. 

● Developed by Fair Elections Center, and updated and 
maintained in partnership with Nonprofit Vote, 
these guides detail the state-by-state rules and 
regulations for organizations planning to host voter 
registration events.

● For the most accurate info, check with your local 
elections office and/or Secretary of State’s website 
as your primary source of timely guidelines.

To access the 50 State registration drive guides, visit: 
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/

https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/


What’s included in the 
guides? Key deadlines

● Key dates and registration deadlines

● Links to state forms and resources

● State-specific requirements including:

○ Drive-specific deadlines to turn in forms

○ Registering the drive or the person collecting a 

form with election officials

○ Training rules

○ Rules about how canvassers can be paid

○ Restrictions on who can collect forms



Why are guides important?

● An educational tool for organization staff and 
volunteers to use before running a voter registration 
drive

● Wide variation in state laws

○ Some states are highly restrictive while some have 
just a few rules

● Some states require organizations to register in 
advance with the election office and / or complete 
training in order to conduct drives

● A few states do not allow third parties to conduct voter 
registration drives



Using the guides to plan your drive

Before your drive: 
● Read through your state guide and familiarize yourself with the 

rules and deadlines.

● Make sure your volunteers have access to the guides. It may 

help to highlight the most important information for them and 

give them printed copies to keep handy!

● If collecting printed forms, follow the instructions closely for 

how to submit them.

● Plan your drive appropriately around the deadlines to allow 

enough time for processing and submission.

● Set up a meeting with election officials to set expectations and 

confirm understanding of rules.



The different types of state rules

Levels of 
restrictio

n

State 
examples

States that have a lot 
of rules and 
restrictions.

Georgia, 
Florida, New 

Mexico, Texas

States with few or no 
rules on the books 

specific to community 
voter registration, e.g. 

compensation or 
prefilled forms only.

Michigan,
Minnesota

Pennsylvania

States that have 
documentary proof 

requirements to vote 
in some or all 

elections.

Arizona, 
Mississippi, South 
Dakota, Wisconsin, 

Utah

Highly Restrictive Moderately Restrictive Few Rules Doc Requirements

California,
Virginia,
Maryland

States that have 
moderate sets of  

rules around 
receiving forms, 
compensation, 

turnaround time, 
etc.

States that don’t 
allow third party 
organizations to 

assist voters with 
registering.

New 
Hampshire, 
Wyoming

Third-Party Limits



States with high restrictions

● Georgia - Organizations conducting community voter 
registration work must provide certain notices to registration 
applicants. There are limits on information that can be kept 
by organizations conducting drives. Specific deadlines apply 
to groups turning in forms, and organizations are asked to 
provide summary information with the forms.

Highly Restrictive ● Florida - Organizations must register and provide information 
about the organization and employees before they can collect 
applications. Restrictions on who can serve as a canvasser 
apply. Deadlines apply to these “third party voter registration 
organizations” that are different from the general registration 
deadline and carry various penalties if they are missed. 
Receipts must be provided to applicants, and certain 
information from the organization must be provided on the 
forms. Organizations must provide a cover letter identifying 
any suspected fraudulent applications. 



● New Mexico - Organizations must register with the state. 
Each canvasser must be a registration agent listed with the 
organization’s registration and must take the  state-
sponsored training before engaging in voter registration 
work, and is assigned a personal voter registration agent 
number, which must be recorded on the form. Receipts must 
be provided to the applicant. There is a 48-hour turnaround 
time to submit forms. Organizations should also talk with 
county clerks about  their requirements for tracking and 
logging state voter registration forms.   

Highly Restrictive

● Texas - To collect a person’s application, the canvasser 
collecting that application has to be deputized as a 
volunteer deputy registrar in the county of the registration 
applicant’s residence. There are limits on who can be 
deputized. You cannot bundle registration applications and 
send them in the mail. Individual applicants have to mail 
them in themselves or they have to be turned in to an office 
by a volunteer deputy registrar.

States with high restrictions



Moderately Restrictive
● California - In California, organizations conducting 

community voter registration have to follow different 
reporting and registration rules based on whether the 
canvassers are being paid. There is also a drive-specific 
deadline.

● Maryland - There are restrictions on who can serve as a 
canvasser in Maryland, and training requirements for 
people who obtain more than 25 applications from an 
election official.

● Virginia - In Virginia, training and registration 
requirements apply if the organization gets more than 25 
forms from election officials. Receipt requirements apply, 
and there is a drive-specific deadline.

States with moderate restrictions



Examples of other restrictions:

● A number of states have rules relating to compensation, 
such as an explicit rule that people cannot be paid per 
registration form collected. Examples include Michigan, 
Minnesota, and Pennsylvania, but there are others as 
well. This rule is consistent with Fair Elections Center’s 
recommended best practices.

● Some states also have rules that you cannot mail someone 
a prefilled form, or that a person who is assisting  a voter 
with physically filling out the form put their own 
information on the form.

Few Rules

States with few restrictions



The SAVE Act has NOT passed at the federal level. This means the 
vast majority of Americans are not required to show proof of 
citizenship in order to register to vote in federal elections. But an 
increasing number of states in theory allow registration drives but 
have documentary proof requirements that make collecting forms 
difficult in practice:

ID Requirements

○ Arizona - Proof of citizenship and proof of residence 
requirement for registration to vote in state and local 
elections and to use the state voter registration form. A 
driver’s license or state ID number issued after October 
1, 1996, on either the state or federal voter registration 
form, fulfills the proof of citizenship requirement as 
long as the state finds the applicant’s record.

○ Wisconsin - Proof of residency is required to register to 
vote or update a voter form, except for military and 
overseas voters, and online registrants who must provide 
a valid license or ID number.

States with documentary proof requirements

○ Mississippi- Starting July 1, 2026, registrants may 
have to provide DPOC if officials cannot determine 
their citizenship status using their driver’s license 
number or Social Security number.



The SAVE Act has NOT passed at the federal level. This means the 
vast majority of Americans are not required to show proof of 
citizenship in order to register to vote in federal elections. But an 
increasing number of states in theory allow registration drives but 
have documentary proof requirements that make collecting forms 
difficult in practice:

ID Requirements

○ Utah- Bifurcated system. Voters will required to 
provide DPOC to vote in state/local elections. New 
registrants and existing registered voters will only be 
permitted to vote on a federal ballot until their 
citizenship is proved.

○ South Dakota - Bifurcated system. Voters will be 
required to provide DPOC to vote in state/local 
elections. The Secretary of State recommends that 
registration drive organizers coordinate with the 
county official in advance, so that voters who have 
DPOC can show it to the county auditor at the event.

States with documentary proof requirements

○ Louisiana - While Louisiana statute has a DPOC 
requirement on the books; however, state officials have 
told a federal court they are not currently enforcing it.



States with no third-party voter registration

There are currently two states that do not allow third 
parties to collect and turn in voters’ applications including:
 

Third-Party Limits

● New Hampshire - Voters may register in person at 
their town or city clerk's office, in person with their 
community's Supervisors, or at their polling place on 
Election Day.

● Wyoming - Voters may register to vote in the office of 
the county clerk or town clerk within their county of 
residence. Voters may also print out a Wyoming Voter 
Registration Form and hand deliver the form to the 
county clerk in their county of residence. The form 
must be signed in front of the county clerk. 

Both states have documentary proof requirements.

https://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/state-voter-guides/


Audience Q&A

Please drop your questions into the zoom Q&A box.



Tools and Resources



Check out the webinars from this year

To check out these webinars and more, visit: 
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/webinar-series/

https://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/webinar-schedule/

https://www.nonprofitvote.org/webinar-series/
https://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/webinar-schedule/


And here are a few key resources to get you started

Coming Soon!



Fact sheets to help with registering specific voters

Check out a few of our fact 
sheets with talking points 
for specific groups of 
voters like new citizens 
and college students!



What’s 
Next!



 National Voter.
 Registration Day.

 Save the Date: Tuesday, September 15.



Sign up as a community partner!

Become a

2026 National Voter Registration Day 

community partner!!

 Following this webinar, you’ll receive 
the recording of the webinar + a link to 

sign up for partnership.

Deadline to sign up: 
AUGUST 31



Thank you!

Check out our other resources: fairelectionsc
enter.org/resources-and-reports

Thanks to our supporters,
Nonprofit VOTE offers free webinars, tools, and 

resources, and your gift helps keep them 
accessible for all.

nonprofitvote.org/donate

http://fairelectionscenter.org/resources-and-reports
http://fairelectionscenter.org/resources-and-reports
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