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Nonprofit Guide to 
Supporting Free & 

Fair Elections

This webinar is being recorded and the link will be shared.
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● Please put questions in the Q&A section 

of the webinar (not the chat, please) and 

they will be answered at the end of the 

presentation.

● A recording of the webinar will be sent 

within a week to everyone who 

registered, whether or not they 

attended. 

Introductions, 
comments, and 

resources

Encouragement 
or reactions

Questions go 
here.

Announcements and Housekeeping

This webinar is being recorded and the link will be shared.
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● Welcome and Housekeeping

● 2026 is different

● Nonprofits are trusted messengers

● What nonprofits can do to support a 

successful election 

● Planning your election protection effort

● Additional resources

● Q&A

Agenda

This webinar is being recorded and the link will be shared.
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Who is Nonprofit VOTE?

This webinar is being recorded and the link will be shared.

Mission: Nonprofit VOTE equips our nation’s nonprofits 

with nonpartisan tools and resources to help the 

communities they serve participate in voting and 

democracy.

Vision: We envision a diverse network of nonprofits 

across the United States with the skills, resources, and 

commitment needed to foster a more inclusive 

democracy where all voices are heard, particularly 

those currently underrepresented in the voting process.
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Nonprofit VOTE’s Work

This webinar is being recorded and the link will be shared.

● Free Voter Engagement Resource 

Library

● Free national webinar series

● Research Based Partner Case Studies 

● Nonprofit VOTE Blog 

● Customized Trainings for your 

organization

● Lead National Voter Registration Day



Speakers
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Gwen Stembridge
Director of Education & 
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Brian Miller

Executive Director
Nonprofit VOTE

brian@nonprofitvote.org

Sarah DiJulio

Partner
M+R

sdijulio@mrss.com

Miranda Carter
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Claire Manning
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This webinar is being recorded and the link will be shared.
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We only work with not-for-profit organizations

Who is M+R?
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2026 is different



REASON 1

REDISTRICTING CONFUSION



REASON 2

MAIL IN VOTING CONFUSION



REASON 3

CHANGING RULES



REASON 4

VOTER ROLL CLEANUPS



REASON 5

MISINFORMATION
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REASON 6

PUBLIC CONFIDENCE IN ELECTION INTEGRITY 
IS AT AN ALL-TIME LOW



THE BEST DEFENSE AGAINST THE EROSION OF DEMOCRACY:

High voter participation and robust public 
confidence in the voting process itself.



A Role for Nonprofits



c3 nonpartisan nonprofit organizations 
have a key role to play in helping to 

ensure free and fair elections



What Nonprofits Bring to the Table

Scale
1+ million nonprofits, 

20% do voter engagement

Reach
Ability to do hyper-local, 
voter-facing engagement

Trust
Community roots, 

long-term relationships

Nonprofits are the super-power we need to lean on and there’s data to prove it!



Report shows the power of nonprofits to build 
a more inclusive democracy. After analyzing 
voter file data from 7,000 voters engaged by 
nonprofits across 8 states in the last midterm.

● Nonprofits reach voters historically 
underrepresented in our democracy.

● Nonpartisan voter engagement by 
nonprofits significantly boosts turnout 
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Nonprofit Power Report



Nonprofits reach key communities

2.4X
more likely engage 

people of color

1.3X
more likely to be 
younger voters

2.5X
more likely engage 
low-income voters
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Nonprofits engagement boosts turnout!
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Donors Expect Nonprofits to Lead Civic Stewardship
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Overwhelming majorities agree that nonprofits should help people vote

The Public Also Expects Nonprofits to Lead Civic Stewardship
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What nonprofits can do to support 
a successful election 



What Nonprofits Can Do to Support 
a Successful Election 

The Basics

Help People Check 
Their Voter Registration, 
Understand What’s on 
the Ballot, and Make a 

Plan to Vote

Voting Rights

Educate about Voters’ 
Rights, How to Report 
Concerns, and How 

Election Disputes Are 
Legally Resolved

Build Trust

Support Effectively 
Run Elections, Counter 

Misinformation

1 2 3



● Provide Voters with Critical Information on 
Changes to the Voting System (where, when, 
how)

● Help Supporters Check their Registration 
and Make a Plan to Vote

● Help Voters Navigate Voter ID and Proof of 
Citizenship Rules

● Encourage Early Voting

● Encourage Supporters to Help Others Check 
Their Registration and Make a Plan to Vote

Help People Check Their Voter Registration, Understand 
What’s on the Ballot, and Make a Plan to Vote

1



● Recruit Poll Workers so that communities see 
neighbors and friends instead of strangers

● Thank Election Officials because they are caring 
community members who work hard to keep 
elections fair

● Recruit Volunteers for Other Electoral Activities 
like poll monitoring, curing ballots…etc.

● Counter Misinformation and Elevate Trusted 
Sources online and in person

Support Effectively Run Elections to Build Trust2



● Educate the Public about How 
Elections Work

● Publicize the Election Protection 
Hotline

● Distribute Know Your Rights 
Information

● Respond to Interference

Educate about Voters Rights, How to Report Concerns, and 
How Election Disputes are Legally Resolved

3



Know Your Rights



Planning your election protection effort
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Make Your Plan

● Establish your “why”

● Get buy-in from 
leadership

● Select opportunities 
and gather resources

● Develop your timeline 
/ build into existing 
workflows

● Establish a staff lead 
to coordinate

● Assess organizational 
capacity

● Establish priority 
activities

1. Secure buy-in
2. Assess capacity and 

establish priorities
3. Develop your plan



Sample Activities Based on Capacity

● Share the Election Protection 
Hotline in your email 
newsletter, website, or on social 
media.

● Print a flyer or poster with 
“know your rights” information 
and put it in a highly visible 
area, like your lobby or on a 
community bulletin board.

● Post or share an infographic 
explaining the election process.

● Give your staff the day off on 
Election Day to be poll workers.

● [Small and medium capacity 
sample activities above, plus…]

● Host a lunch-and-learn or other 
educational program about the 
election process. You could 
invite officials from your local 
elections office. Sometimes they 
can even bring a voting machine 
to help demystify the process.

● Organize with other nonprofits in 
your network to form an election 
protection coalition for your 
region (or connect with an 
existing one). 

● [Small capacity sample 
activities plus…]

● Help election protection 
organizations by using your 
resources to recruit volunteers 
for activities like poll 
monitoring, staffing a hotline, 
or acting as poll workers.

● Include information about what 
to expect at elections in your 
outreach, for instance while 
tabling at community events.

● Organize volunteers to thank 
election officials.

Small Capacity Medium Capacity Large Capacity



Give employees time off to vote

● Give staff all of the same resources and 

reminders

● Give time off on Election Day and during early 

voting periods, or ensure flexible scheduling

Consider giving staff paid time off to be a poll 

worker

Note: Some states have legal requirements to give 

staff time off to vote.

Former M+R staff member, Rebecca Steadly volunteered 
as a poll worker with her dog Kevin.

Support Your Own Staff

https://www.nonprofitvote.org/nonprofit-staff-vote/
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/nonprofit-staff-vote/


Additional resources
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Nonprofits Are Trusted Messengers

● Election Engagement is Legal for 501(c)(3) Nonprofits

● How to Talk About Voting and Elections

Planning Your Election Protection Effort 

● Sample Election Protection Campaign Timeline

Looking Past Election Day

What to expect on Election Day and during the vote-counting and vote-certification periods after 

election day.

Additional Information and Resources in the Guide
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✨ NEW!

● Sign up to be a poll worker [Timing: by mid-Sept]

● Check your voter registration [Timing: by end of-Sept]

○ National Voter Registration Day is Tuesday, September 15

● Vote early  [Timing: early to mid-Oct]

👀 Coming in mid-September

● Celebrate election officials [Timing: mid-Oct]

○ Election Hero Day is Tuesday, October 20

● Know Your Rights [Timing: mid to late-Oct]

Materials included

● Email copy

● Reminder email copy

● SMS copy

● Social copy

● Social media graphic

Materials Toolkit



Questions?
Please put questions in the Q&A section.
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